DATA WAREHOUSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES – May 1, 2003

9:00am – 11:00 am

Building 31, B1E18
1. Project Updates

a. nVision (Leslie/Judy)
i. Historical travel data will become available through nVision via Crystal Reports.   Until this functionality becomes available, users will have to access travel information for orders prior to FY04 using Data Warehouse.  FY04 information will be contained in nVision.  When historical travel data becomes available in nVision, users will no longer need to use two systems to see data for all fiscal years
ii. Confirmation that GELCO (travel module) will go live September 1, 2003.  All travel with a start date of October 1, 2003 (FY04) or later must be entered through GELCO.  Travel for FY03 will continue to be entered through the ADB.
iii. Judy asked for volunteers from the committee to beta test GELCO.  Those interested should contact Judy directly.
b. Data Warehouse (John/Judy)

i. Instances of inconsistent data between the HRDB and EHRP systems have been discovered.  In some cases, grade and step increases have not been captured by the system.  Some dates are not being brought forward and not all separations are being captured by the system.  
ii. Some RNO data currently available through the ADB fellowship module will be available through Data Warehouse.  Access will be restricted.
2. TFS demonstration – Molli Perkins and Mary Ellen O’Meara from NCI’s Information Systems and Computer Services branch demonstrated That Fine System (TFS).  TFS was developed by NCI as a position tracking system capturing data for federal employees, fellows and contractors.  This reflects vacancies as well as encumbered positions.
a. Issues that were discussed included;
i. Since TFS receives its data from Data Warehouse, is it possible that TFS allows broader access to sensitive data than DW allows?
ii. What is the effect of the new ACS on TFS, VEDS?
3. VSOF demonstration – Paul and Bob provided a demonstration of VSOF focusing on the ability to create custom views of CANS and the ability of VSOF to link directly to Excel spreadsheets.  Paul used a template he created that he uses to monitor his ICs budget that clearly demonstrated the advanced features of VSOF combined with Excel.
To reiterate the unique functionality provided by VSOF not currently available in DW:

· VSOF users can create customized groupings of CANS.  CANS can be arranged into customized reporting structures independent of the official organizational structure. 
· VSOF subtotals for user-defined groupings of CANS then assigns a unique 4 digit identifier which can be used in Excel formulas like a CAN to reference the group of CANS in total. 
· VSOF allows users to produce “snapshot data” reflecting information for a specified range of time.
· VSOF provides @ formulas in Excel that link to the accounting data through VSOF allowing users to set up formulas in spreadsheets that refresh data automatically whenever the spreadsheet is opened.
· VOSF provides all data in one place and does not require users to choose from multiple data marts and functions (query, analyze, budget tracking)

4. Agenda items for the June Meeting
a. Discussion of the CRADA FTE tracking issue (Paul Myers)
b. VEDS Demonstration (Doug Price and Andi Riichi)
c. Detailed nVision demonstration and status update (Leslie Anderson)
d. Review of “parking lot” issues (Bob Barber)
