Spousal Travel

The following information about authority to travel the spouses of government travelers is exerpted from NIH Manual Issuance 1500 - Chapter. 8 http://www1.od.nih.gov/oma/manualchapters/management/1500/
A. Travel Acceptance Authority, 31 U.S.C 1353
Provides authority for the Department or an employee on behalf of the Department, to accept payment from a nonfederal source for travel, subsistence, and related expenses in connection with attendance at meetings and similar functions relating to the official duties of the employee. Implementing regulations provide for acceptance of travel payments for an accompanying spouse at 41 CFR 304-1.3(b); allow for acceptance of payments in excess of maximum per diem rates and higher modes of transportation than that allowed by applicable travel regulations, at 41 CFR 304-1.3(d); and permit acceptance of payment from a conflicting nonfederal source only when the entire program scope of an IC is considered and only after numerous criteria governing such acceptance are carefully examined at 41 CFR 304-1.5 and the August 5, 1993 Memorandum from the Associate Director for Administration transmitting NIH Manual Chapter 1961-9. The statutory authority prohibits employees and/or their accompanying spouse from directly accepting payments in cash/check or similar instrument made payable to either traveler from the nonfederal source.

Payment for an accompanying spouse. Under 31 U.S.C. 1353 and 41 CFR 304-1.3(b), payment for an accompanying spouse can be accepted under very limited conditions. The spouse must travel pursuant to an official travel authorization (order) which clearly references the employee's travel authorization and the purpose of the trip. In addition, the following conditions must be thoroughly documented on the spouse's travel authorization: 

a) The spouse will support the mission of the agency or substantially assist the employee in carrying out his/her official duties;

b) The spouse will participate in substantive programs related to the agency's programs or operations; or

c) The spouse will attend a ceremony at which the employee will receive an award or honorary degree.

2.  FTR - Chp - 304

b) Acceptance of payment for an accompanying spouse. An agency may accept payment under this part from a non-Federal source for an accompanying spouse when the spouse's presence at the meeting or similar function is in the interest of the agency. A spouse's presence at an event may be determined to be in the interest of the agency if the spouse will:

(1) Support the mission of the agency or substantially assist the employee in carrying out his/her official duties;

(2) Attend a ceremony at which the employee will receive an award or honorary degree or
(3) Participate in substantive programs related to the agency's programs or operations.
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